
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 6 2 2M ay 28 , 2 00 3

in LB 622, those city governments, if you will, are jeopardized
to some extent.

SENATOR BOURNE : Thank you , Sen ator Raikes. And I guess I
didn' t...I supported your original amendment, and I did so
because I t houg h t i t was equ i t ab l y unf ai r . By t hat I mea n
everybody was hurt. And now, I guess what I'm wondering is, why
are we separating out...I mean, why didn't we introduce the
amendment this way in the beginning? If it was such a good idea
now, why didn't we introduce that when it first...the other day,
when it was on Select Pile?

SENATOR RA I K ES : We l l , i t ' s a fa i r qu e s t i o n , Se na t o r Bo u r ne . I
think to some extent the conversation that...discussion we had
on the floor is responsible for coming to this as a potential
solution to the p roblem. In terms o f sh aring the pain
everywhere, I think actually the interest of equity serves
moving toward this amendment to the bill. Because with the
expansion o f the sa les tax base, cities that have a sales tax
base...or sales tax in place stand to benefit. Now, whether
t hey' l l a l l bene f i t equ a l l y I wou l d n ' t ar gu e , b u t at l eas t t her e
is some potential. If a city does not have a sales tax, there' s
obviously very little opportunity for them to expand from...or
to benefit.

SENATOR BOURNE: I see . And so what you' re trying t o do is
offse t . . .yo u ' re say i ng t ha t som e c onInunit i e s r ece i v e d a b e n e f i t
because of the expanded tax base, sales tax base, and you' re
trying to offset that to the smaller communities with this
amendment?

SENATOR RAIKES: I f I u n de r s t a nd y ou co r r ec t l y , y e s .

SENATOR BOURNE: Okay. Th ank you, Senator Raikes. I guess I
j ust wa n t t o k i nd of r emi nd p e o p l e o f t he N I R P f un d t h a t w e
eliminated earlier this year. And I...and that went through.
There was two people that voted against that. And you want to
talk about help for small conlnunities? Anyone that wants the
l i s t of what NI RP money went t o , I can g i ve t h a t t o yo u . And
i t ' s n o t h u g e , b u t I t hi nk i t ' s comp arab le t o wh a t we ' r e do i ng
n ow. And I gu e s s I j us t f i nd i t i n t e r es t i n g t ha t , y ou k n ow, we
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